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Relations with this people remained constantly in a state
of tension till December 1834, when they suddenly invaded
British territory in great force and spread panic along all the
border districts. Sir H. Smith, hurrying up from the capital, at
once assumed control of affairs, restored confidence among the
panic-stricken settlers, and assuming the offensive, succeeded in
less than a month in driving the invaders back to their own side
of the frontier. D'Urban, the Governor, however, decided
that signal punishment must be inflicted, and collecting a force
of 3000 men, marched into Kaffraria in April. His plan was to
force back the enemy and reduce him to terms by destroying his
cattle, which formed at once his chief source of wealth and his
main means of subsistence. By May 183 5 all the Kaffir territory
up to and even beyond the Kei had been swept clear of the
tribesmen, and vast quantities of cattle rounded up or otherwise
accounted for, and in September a treaty was concluded which
annexed to Cape Colony all the lands between the Great Fish
and Kei rivers. The home authorities, however, now inter-
vened and the British frontier was brought back to the Keis-
kanuna—a decision which was to prove a fruitful source of
trouble for all concerned.
Not only were the Kaffirs themselves so filled with self-
confidence and a belief in British weakness that they felt little
hesitation in once more taking up arms when it suited their
convenience to do so, but the Dutch elements in the white
population, despairing of finding any protection from the British
Government, resolved to * seek out new territory and rely for
defence on themselves alone. Ten thousand of them between
the years 1835 and 1842 emigrated north and east, some to Natal,
some to the area between the Orange and the Vaal, some to the
north of the latter river. Over them the Cape Town Govern-
ment still claimed sovereignty, and when in 1848 a new north-
ward movement took place, Sir Harry Smith, the Governor,
resolved to prevent it by force. Pursuing the main body of the
emigrants with a mobile column of some 1200 men, he overtook
and dispersed them at Boomplaats, and, after reducing to order
the territory between Orange and Vaal, returned to Cape Colony
in triumph. So peaceful indeed was the outlook that he was
able, in response to urgent appeals from the Government, to
reduce the garrison.
Hardly had he done so than the Kaffirs, who had unsuccess-
fully risen in arms in 1846, once more rebelled in December
1850, raiding the whole British border from their fastness in
the Amatola range between the middle courses of the Fish and
Kei rivers. Smith's plan for dealing with them by a movement
of converging columns from King William's Town and Beaufort

